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Biographies of Participants 
 

Dr. Azizah al-Hibri  is a Professor Emerita at the Law 

School, having served on the faculty from 1992 until her 

retirement in 2012. Her work has centered on developing an 

Islamic jurisprudence and body of Islamic law that are gender 

equitable and promote human rights and democratic 

governance. Professor al-Hibri has authored numerous book 

chapters, essays, and law review articles on these subjects, 

and her work has appeared in the highly respected Journal of 

Law and Religion, Harvard International Review, 

and University of Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional 

Law, among other venues. In 2011, Professor al-Hibri was 

appointed by President Obama to serve as a commissioner on the U.S. Commission on 

International Religious Freedom. She received the Virginia First Freedom Award from the 

Council for America's First Freedom in 2007, the Dr. Betty Shabazz Recognition Award from 

Women in Islam in 2006, and the University of Richmond's Distinguished Educator Award in 

2004, and was named a Fulbright scholar in 2001. Professor al-Hibri is the founding editor 

of Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy, and founder and president of the organization 

KARAMAH: Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights. 

 

 

Jonathan Bornman I enjoy envisioning, researching, and launching 

new ventures! Helping teams to name their vision, mission, and core 

values is exciting. I am a connector. Building relational bridges to cross 

cultural and religious barriers is part of my DNA. Based in Lancaster, 

Pa., I serve globally as a cross-cultural trainer and Christian/Muslim 

relations consultant with Eastern Mennonite Missions. I grew up in 

Indiana and graduated from Goshen College with a BA in Physics. I was 

a volunteer with Mennonite Central Committee in Brazil and Burkina 

Faso (1991-94) doing water resource development. I have an MA in 

Inter-Cultural Studies from Fuller Theological Seminary. Along with 

my family, I served in Senegal from 1999-2009 as a missionary. I speak Wolof, French, and 

Spanish. Boat building, sailing, canoeing, and hiking fill my recreational time.  The Oxford 

Center for Mission Studies recently invited me to be a research scholar studying West African 

Sufi peacemaking.   
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Stacy Burdett Vice President, Government Relations Advocacy and 

Community Engagement leads the Anti-Defemation Leagueôs  

Government and Relations effort and is the face of ADL to Congress, the 

administration, foreign embassies and the policy community on the full 

range of ADLôs issues.   Because effective lobbying involves teamwork 

both inside and outside the beltway, mobilizing activists around ADLôs 

27 field offices is a critical part of ADLôs advocacy strategy.  This 

involves activating one of ADLôs unique assets -- its leadership in 

national coalitions that shape the policy conversation across the country. 

 

Stacy represented ADL at the UN World Conference Against Racism in 

Durban, South Africa in September 2001 and has worked on behalf of 

ADL to advance the fight against anti-Semitism in international human rights fora such as the 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the United Nations. During her 23 

years of service at ADL, she has worked in policy circles to raise ADLôs profile as the go-to 

Jewish organization on discrimination, hate crime and human rights issues at home and abroad.  

She has testified before the US Congress and represented the Anti-Defamation League at 

numerous inter-governmental conferences to share ADLôs experience and strategies for 

countering anti-Semitism and hate crime, and for promoting anti-bias and Holocaust education. 

  

 

Rev. Jennifer Butler is the founding Executive Director of Faith in 

Public Life. Before leading FPL Jennifer spent ten years working in the 

field of international human rights representing the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) at the United Nations and is an ordained minister. While 

mobilizing religious communities to address the AIDS pandemic and 

advocate for womenôs rights she grew passionate about the need to 

counter religious extremism with a strong religious argument for human 

rights. Out of that experience she wrote Born Again: The Christian 

Right Globalized, which was published by University of Michigan 

Press. Her book calls for a progressive religious response to Religious Right efforts to take the 

culture wars global. 

 

Jennifer served in the Peace Corps from 1989 to 1991 in a Mayan village in Belize, Central 

America where she discovered she was at heart a community organizer. A graduate of Princeton 

Theological Seminary, she also studied public policy and community organizing and graduated 

with a MSW from Rutgers University. Sheôs a graduate of the College of William and Mary. 
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Dr. Zainab Chaudry  is a spokeswoman and Maryland Outreach 

Manager for the Council on American-Islamic Relations, the nation's 

largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization. She serves on 

the board of Interfaith Action for Human Rights, and as it's liaison to 

Shoulder-to-Shoulder - an interfaith initiative formed to counter anti-

Muslim sentiment in America. She is on the task force of Bilal 

Initiative - an initiative designed to expand conversations around 

building a multiracial, multigenerational, and women-friendly society.  

Dr. Chaudry is the first known Muslim to be appointed to the 

Maryland State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil 

Rights - an independent, bipartisan agency established by Congress in 

1957 and charged with advising the President and Congress on civil 

rights matters. She is a Fellow of the American Muslim Civic 

Leadership Institute and recently graduated from the Maryland Public Policy Conflict Resolution 

Fellows Program at the University Of Maryland Carey School Of Law. She was invited by the 

White House to attend President Barack Obama's first U.S. mosque visit at the Islamic Society of 

Baltimore. 

 

Dr. Chaudry was a Nominated Changemaker at the White House Summit on the United State of 

Women, and she was recognized in 2016 as the Baltimore Sun's '25 Women to Watch.' She has 

been appointed as 'Ambassador for Peace' by a UN Partner Organization, and has received 

recognition from the Baltimore City State's Attorney's office for supporting underprivileged 

communities. Dr. Chaudry is a member of the Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom, a Jewish-Muslim 

interfaith dialogue group for women.  

 

She has been recognized by the Governor of Maryland for organizing the state's first Muslim  

Youth Leadership Symposium, and has been awarded the Governor's Service Award for her 

work in interfaith communities across Maryland. She regularly comments on social justice issues 

and the American Muslim perspective on national and global affairs. She has appeared or been 

quoted in international and national media outlets including TIME, CNN, MSNBS, The 

Guardian, New York Times, Washington Post, Al-Jazeera, BBC, Reuters, AP, VICE, and others.  

She was born and raised in Maryland, where she currently resides. 
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Meryl Justin Chertoff  is Director of The Aspen Instituteôs 

Justice and Society Program. She is an Adjunct Professor of Law at 

Georgetown Law.  From 2006-2009, Professor Chertoff was Director 

of the Sandra Day OôConnor Project on the State of the Judiciary at 

Georgetown Law, studying and educating the public about federal and 

state courts. At Georgetown Law, she also developed educational 

programs for visiting judges and other government officials from 

overseas. 

 

She served in the Office of Legislative Affairs at the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA), participating in the agencyôs transition into the Department of Homeland Security in 

2003. Professor Chertoff has also been a legislative relations professional, Director of New 

Jerseyôs Washington, D.C. Office under two governors, and legislative counsel to the Chair of 

the New Jersey State Assembly Appropriations Committee. 

 

 

Chris Crawford  is a Program Assistant at the Democracy Fund, a 

bipartisan foundation working to ensure that our political system is 

able to withstand new challenges and deliver on its promise to the 

American people.   Prior to joining the Democracy Fund, Chris 

worked as a government affairs associate at Susan B. Anthony List. 

During the 2014 midterm elections, Chris was Assistant National 

Field Director for the organizationôs Super PAC, leading a Get Out 

The Vote operation that made over 1 million live voter contacts 

across four states. Chris has worked on multiple campaigns at the 

local and federal level in his home state of New Hampshire. Chris 

graduated from The George Washington University with a B.A. in 

Political Science. 

 

 

 Jason Del Gandio (PhD) is an Assistant Professor of Instruction 

in the Department of Strategic Communication at Temple 

University.  His area of expertise is the theory and practice of social 

justice, with an emphasis on grassroots activism and social 

movements. Jason has been directly involved with activism for more 

than fifteen years, participating in the global justice movement, the 

anti-war movement, and the Occupy movement; working on issues of 

free trade, economic inequality, Latin American solidarity, and 

sweatshop labor; and acting as an ally for feminist causes, the 

LGBTQ movement and, most recently, Black Lives Matter.  Some of 

his publications include Rhetoric for Radicals: A Handbook for 21st 

Century Activists (2008) and (w/Anthony Nocella) Educating for Action: Strategies to Ignite 
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Social Justice (2014). He is currently working on a public pedagogy project addressing "social 

movement literacy."  More information can be found at www.jasondelgandio.net. 

 

Lynn Fahselt is a specialist in media analysis, organizational 

development, strategic planning, and message development. With 

25 years of experience in communications, she completed the 

original research that led to the launch of ReThink. Looking to 

learn from others, she assessed all prior collaborative 

communications models and designed ReThink as a hybrid, 

combining the best of each. 

 

Lynn has conducted extensive media analysis on a wide range of 

foreign policy issues and was part of an international research team 

conducting groundbreaking research in a five-country study of globalization themes in television 

news coverage. Lynn completed a senior Fellowship at Fenton Communications and has served 

as a communications consultant to Fenton, the Ploughshares Fund, the Carnegie Corporation, the 

Peace and Security Initiative, the Open Society Institute, the Proteus Fund, the Piper Fund, the 

Atlantic Philanthropies, and others. 

 

Tom Glaisyer is the Director of the Public Square Program at the 

Democracy Fund, a bipartisan foundation working to ensure that our 

political system is able to withstand new challenges and deliver on its 

promise to the American people. Focusing on a vibrant media and the 

public square, Tom leads the Democracy Fundôs mission to invest in 

innovations and institutions that help people understand and participate 

in the democratic process. Current grantees of the Public Square 

Program include the Institute for Nonprofit News, the American Press 

Institute, and the Engaging News Project. 

 

Tom brings to the Democracy Fund a background in media research and policy, as well as social 

media advocacy consulting. He led the Media Policy Initiative at the New America Foundationôs 

Open Technology Institute where he sought to track and influence media efforts at the local, 

community, and national levels. During his time at New America, Tomôs efforts centered on 

policies that support the open Internet and innovation in media, strengthening independent 

reporting on issues of public interest, and helping citizens access and engage with high-quality 

information. Prior to this, he was a consultant and analyst focused on leveraging online platforms 

for knowledge management and building and sustaining advocacy networks. Tom also brings 

more than 14 years of international experience in information technology implementation and 

organizational change to the Democracy Fund.  

 

http://www.jasondelgandio.net/
https://rethinkmedia.org/users/lynn-fahselt
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Betsy Wright Hawkings is the Director of the Governance Program 

at the Democracy Fund.  Betsy brings more than 25 years of experience 

on Capitol Hill to the Democracy Fund. She worked for two decades, 

Christopher Shays of Connecticut, taking a leading role in helping Rep. 

Shays build bipartisan coalitions to balance the federal budget in 1995-96 

and to establish the 9-11 Commission and implement its 

recommendations. From 1996-98, Betsy was also Deputy Director of the 

Congressional Management Foundation, a non-partisan organization that 

works directly with Members and staff to enhance their operations and 

interactions with constituents. Following Shaysô departure from Congress 

in 2008, Betsy left the Hill briefly to work for Amnesty International, where she was Managing 

Director of Government Relations and then Deputy Executive Director for Advocacy, Policy, 

and Research.  

 

Rabbi Reuven Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in 

medieval Judaism and Islam at Hebrew Union College, Los 

Angeles, professor in the University of Southern California 

School of Religion and senior fellow of USC's Center for 

Religion and Civic Culture (CRCC), and founder of the Center 

for Muslim-Jewish Engagement. Educated at Antioch College, 

the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Hebrew Union College 

where he received his MA in Hebrew literature in 1980 and 

Rabbinic Ordination in 1982, he received his Ph.D. in Arabic 

and Islamic studies at New York University in 1988.   He was  

at the University of Pennsylvania in 2002, received the 

Fulbright CASA III Fellowship at the American University in 

Cairo for his sabbatical in 2006, and the D.A.A.D. grant to 

teach at the University in Potsdam, Berlin in 2012-2013. He will be resident fellow at the 

Institute for Advanced Catholic Studies at the University of Southern California in the fall of 

2016, and Sigi Feigel Visiting Professor at the University of Zurich in 2018. Firestone has 

written over one hundred scholarly articles and eight books. 

 

 

Max Fisher is an editor and writer at the New York Times.  The 

former Washington Post reporter was also one of the founding member of 

Vox.com.  
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Richard T. Foltin  is Director of National and Legislative Affairs 

in the American Jewish Committee's Office of Government and 

International Affairs in Washington, D.C.  Mr. Foltin is responsible 

for broad range of AJC policy and legislative activities, including 

religious liberty, civil rights, immigration, energy security, and 

combatting domestic anti-Semitism and anti-Israel boycott efforts.  He 

assumed this position in March 2009, after serving in the DC office as 

Legislative Director and Counsel.  Before moving to DC, Mr. Foltin 

was Director of Governmental Affairs and Associate Legal Director in 

AJC's New York headquarters.  Prior to that, he was an associate with 

the litigation department of Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, a New York 

law firm.  
 
 

Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, President Emeritus of 

Interfaith Alliance and Senior Advisor to Interfaith Alliance is 

recognized as a leading advocate for protecting the boundaries 

between religion and government and assuring religious 

freedom for all people. Currently he serves as Senior Pastor of 

Northminster Church in Monroe, Louisiana, hosts the national 

weekly radio show State of Belief, and serves as a member of 

the Advisory Committee for the Council on Foreign 

Relations.  Dr. Gaddy continues his long-time involvement in a 

multiplicity of activities aimed at eliminating Islamaphobia and 

assuring acceptance and justice for all minority religions as well 

as for people who hold no religion.  His work has been 

recognized by the Humanist Religious Freedom Award from the 

American Humanist Association, the Dorothy Height Coalition 

Building Award from the Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund, Interfaith Allianceô 

Walter Cronkite Faith & Freedom Award, the Hindu American Foundationôs Mahatma Gandhi 

Award for the Advancement of Religious Pluralism, and most recently Muslim Advocatesô Voice 

of Courage Award.  Previously, Gaddy has served on the World Economic Forumôs Council of 

100 and as a member of President Obamaôs task force on reforming the Faith-Based Office in the 

White House. Dr. Gaddy has provided commentary for numerous media including national 

television networks such as CNN and MSNBC.  He is the author of over 20 books.   
 

 

Donte (D. Nebi) Hilliard, Director of Mission Impact, YWCA USA, has notable experience 

as an interdisciplinary educator, trainer, cultural worker, activist, researcher, and clergy person. 

He brings with him more than 10 years of educational and administrative leadership in diversity, 

inclusion and social justice education and training. His areas of specialty include social and 

racial justice movement history, community organizing, and studying the complex relationship 
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between identity, culture, and power. He is specifically interested in the intersection of social 

movements, philanthropy, the nonprofit sector and public policy. In the Fall of 2015, Hilliard 

was admitted into the Leadership Institute of the Center for American Progress. The Leadership 

Institute identifies, equips, and advances a new generation of leaders from diverse backgrounds 

and communities to assume responsible roles in the development and implementation of 

progressive public policies. Currently, Hilliard serves as the director of mission impact for 

YWCA USA where he is charged to provide strategic thought leadership and help to build a 

sustainable mission impact infrastructure for the national organization. He holds a B.A. in 

psychology from The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, an M.A. in African American studies 

from The Ohio State University, and an M.A. in religious studies from Chicago Theological 

Seminary. 

 

Ashley Houghton has worked with ReThink since 2011. She 

leads in developing, implementing, and supporting effective media 

and communications outreach and capacity-building strategies 

across the Security and Rights sector. She also manages rapid 

response and crisis communications, delivers media and 

spokesperson trainings, and assists with ReThinkôs media and 

messaging analysis on Security and Rights issues. 

Before her transition to Managing Director, Ashley was a Senior 

Media Associate on the Security and Rights team, leading 

surveillance coalition efforts, tracking news stories, supporting 

coalition-wide media relations work, and assisting individual member groups with their own 

media outreach. She has also played a lead role in work on the Pentagon Budget, in developing 

member organizationsô online profiles and social media strategies, in reporter outreach, and in 

managing our crisis communications initiatives. Ashley has secured placements at the top print, 

online, and broadcast outlets in the country. 

 

 

Ohio State Representative Stephanie Howes was born and 

raised in Cleveland, Ohio, and is a graduate of the Cleveland School of 

the Arts, where she studied vocal and instrumental music. After high 

school, Stephanie earned her undergraduate degree in Civil O from 

Cleveland State University. 

 

Stephanie is co-founder of Footprints, a leadership development and 

mentoring organization dedicated to nurturing and cultivating a positive 

self-image in girls ages nine to 17 while building character on the 

principles of Self Respect, Life Endeavors, Community and the Arts. 

Stephanieôs career journey includes working as an engineer; participating 

in the Cleveland Executive Fellowship program, where she experienced firsthand the 

interconnections of the nonprofit, public, private and education sectors; working in politics; 

serving as a consultant specializing in youth development, sustainability and STEM (Science, 
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Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education; and working in education as a substitute 

teacher for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District.   

 

Stephanie is serving her first term in the Ohio House of Representatives as the state representative 

for House District 11, which includes parts of Cleveland, Newburgh Heights and Garfield Heights. 

She serves on the following legislative committees: Community & Family Advancement (Ranking 

Member); Transportation & Infrastructure; and Energy & Natural Resources.  

 

Stephanie believes her commitment to service is best exemplified by a quote from Dorothy Height, 

who stated: ñWe have to improve life, not just for those who have the most skills and those who 

know how to manipulate the system. But also, for those who often have so much to give but never 

get the opportunityò.   

 

 

Rummana Hussain is the criminal courts reporter and a metro editor 

at the Chicago Sun-Times.  Previously, she had a stint on the newspaper's 

editorial board and continues to write occasional columns that focus on 

her Muslim-American background. Rummana also worked as a general 

assignment reporter and started her career at the Sun-Times as an assistant 

to columnist Michael Sneed. Before coming to the Sun-

Times, Rummana covered education and criminal courts for the Chicago 

Tribune. Rummana also worked at the venerable City News Bureau of 

Chicago where she was assigned the crime, education, and City Hall 

beats. Rummana was named a Jefferson Fellow by the East West Center in 

Honolulu in 2006 and traveled to India and Pakistan as part of the 

program. She received a B.A. in communications from Loyola University in Chicago and an 

M.S. in journalism from Northwestern University. Rummana is a member of the South Asian 

Journalists Association. She also serves on the board of the Chicago Headline Club, the local 

chapter of the Asian-American Journalists Association and the Silk Road Rising theater 

company, which highlights the intricacies of the Asian-American and Middle-Eastern American 

experience. 

 

 

Harmann P. Singh is the Government Relations and Policy Fellow 

at the Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund(SALDEF) and 

a Truman-Albright Fellow. He is a recent graduate of Columbia 

University, with a joint degree in economics and mathematics. 

Before joining SALDEF, Singh served as a Fellow at Hillary for 

America and as an intern at The White House. Singh is also published 

on youth empowerment, edited a book on human rights violations in 

India, and addresses forumsðincluding the 2015 Parliament of the 

Worldôs Religionsðon issues of gender equality, minority rights, and 

human rights violations. While at Columbia Singh founded Project Identity, was the 2015 
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Truman Scholar for New York State, sat on the executive boards of Columbia Sewa and 

Columbia Orchestra, and was an Interfaith Fellow with the Chaplainôs Office.  

 

In his spare time, Singh is a classical percussionist, who has performed at Lincoln Center and as 

a soloist with the Buffalo Philharmonic. Singh, who will begin Harvard Law School in the fall, 

hopes to leverage his education to empower underprivileged and marginalized communities 

through law and policy. 

 
 

Senator Roger Katz is serving his third term in the Maine State 

Senate He is also the former Mayor of Augusta.  He was first elected to 

the Maine State Senate in 2010 after serving from 2006 to 2010 as mayor 

of Maineôs state capital, Augusta.  He is chair of the Government 

Oversight committee in the State Senate. A practicing lawyer, he is a 

partner in the law firm Lipman & Katz in Augusta.  

 

 

 

 

Khalid Latif  is Executive Director and Chaplain (Imam) 

for the Islamic Center at New York University (NYU).  In 

2005, Imam Latif was appointed the first Muslim chaplain at 

NYU. At NYU, Khalid initiated his vision for a pluralistic 

American Muslim community, rooted on campus and 

reaching out to the city. In 2006, Imam Latif was appointed 

the first Muslim chaplain at Princeton University. In 2007, 

Imam Latif's position was fully institutionalized at New York 

University, and so he committed himself to that institution 

and the building of a Muslim life institution. Today's Islamic 

Center is a leader among American Muslim organizations, uniquely shaped to contribute to the 

future of Muslim practice in the West. 

 

Dr. Lisa Lauxman is the Director, 4-H National Headquarters, 

Division Youth & 4-H, Institute of Youth, Family and Community, 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. Dr. Lauxman provides national programmatic oversight 

and leadership for 4-H positive youth development working with the 

land-grant universitiesô Cooperative Extension to reach 6 million 

youth and over 500,000 adult volunteers.  Her areas of expertise and 

research are positive youth development, non-formal learning, youth 

voice, civic engagement, and youth and adult leadership.  She earned 

her Doctorate in Educational Psychology with a minor in Psychology 

in Program Evaluation Research Methodology and an M.A. in 
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Educational Psychology, University of Arizona, an M.B.A from Emporia State University, and a 

B.S. in Home Economics Extension from Kansas State University.   
 

 

Maisha C. Leek serves as the National Vice President, 

Government Relations for the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

America where she advocates for 4,200 Clubs and 4 

million youth across the country, including on military 

installations and Native lands. She is also a member of the 

adjunct faculty of Trinity College ï Washington, teaching 

courses in mass communication and women in leadership. 

Prior to her appointment at BGCA she served as Senior 

Advisor to the President and Senior Director for 

Corporate and Foundation Relations at Howard 

University. In addition to supporting the presidential transition she worked with the MasterCard 

Foundation to establish a scholarship serving former wards of the court and foster youth enrolled 

at Howard University.  
 

On Capitol Hill she served as chief of staff to Congressman Chaka Fattah (PA-02), a member 

of the House Appropriations Committee and the architect of GEAR UP, a mentoring and 

college access program that has helped 14 million youth from low-income communities 

connect with colleges and universities in 49 states. During the Bush Administration, she 

was appointed to serve as Special Assistant to the Vice Chair of the U.S. Election Assistance 

Commission, an independent bi-partisan commission created by the Help America Vote Act 

(HAVA).  
 

Kristen Looney is project director of the Religious Freedom 

Center of the Newseum Institute. From 2012 to 2016, she was the 

head of programs and partnerships for the Tony Blair Faith 

Foundation in the United States. Previously, Kristen served as 

chaplain and department chair of religious studies at St. Paulôs 

School for Girls in Baltimore, Maryland and St. Timothyôs School 

in Stevenson, Maryland.  Prior, Kristen served as clergy in parishes 

in Florida, California, and New York. Kristen is an Episcopal 

priest in the Diocese of Maryland. She is an awarded graduate of 

Yale Divinity School (M.Div.), studied at the University of 

Freiburg, Germany - Junior Year Abroad, and is an honors 

graduate from the College of Wooster (B.A.) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.religiousfreedomcenter.org/
http://www.religiousfreedomcenter.org/
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Angela Miller McGraw  is program director at the Initiative on 

Social Thought and Public Life at Georgetown University. She 

oversees outreach to young leaders in Washington, DC to promote 

knowledge of and dialogue about Catholic Social Thought as it 

relates to pressing economic, social, and political issues. Through 

her efforts with the Catholic Latino Leadership Initiative, Salt and 

Light, and in partnership with local policy organizations, she fosters 

dialogue and collaboration. Prior to joining the Initiative, she 

managed an international leadership academy at the University of 

Pittsburgh and taught community-based learning courses at the University of Notre Dame. She 

received her B.A. in history, political science, and philosophy from Bethel University and her 

M.A. in religion and ethics from Yale University 

 

Joan Mooney is President and CEO of the Faith & Politics 

Institute. She brings over 25 years of leadership experience with both 

the executive and legislative branches of the federal government to 

FPI. In 1987, Mooney began her Hill career in the Washington office 

of Illinois Congressman Terry Bruce, ultimately leading that office as 

a Director. Mooney later finished her Congressional service as 

Oregon Congresswoman Darlene Hooleyôs Chief of Staff for her 

entire tenure, 1997-2009. In January 2009, Mooney served as House 

Director of Congressional Affairs for the Presidential Inaugural Committee, the largest 

Presidential Inaugural in American history. Mooney was then nominated by President Barack 

Obama in May 2009 and confirmed by the Senate to serve as Assistant Secretary for 

Congressional and Legislative Affairs for the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
 

Meira Neggaz is the Executive Director of the Institute for Social 

Policy and Understanding (ISPU), where she is responsible for the 

institutionôs overall leadership, strategy and growth.  Before joining 

ISPU, Meira was the Senior Program Officer for Marie Stopes 

International (MSI), a leading international organization working in 42 

countries.  There, she led and managed programs in multiple countries, 

developed partnerships, and managed key grants and donor 

relationship.  Formerly, Meira was the first Executive Director of 

WINGS in Guatemala, where she grew the organization from its 

infancy to become a national leader in the health sector, the 

Guatemalan Country Representative for Curamericas, establishing 

country presence and leading a USAID funded health program, and the 

Intake Team Leader at the Big Brother Association of Greater Boston.  

She holds a BA from Huron University, a Master of Arts in Law and 

Diplomacy from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and an International Health 

Certificate from Boston University. 
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Suzii Paynter is the Executive Coordinator of the Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship, a Christian network comprised of people and 

churches that partner in renewing God's world. CBF supports a wide 

range of missions and ministries that give people meaningful 

opportunities to put their faith to action, including a network of over 

100 field personnel ministering in more than 30 countries as well as 

congregation-focused efforts to enhance the leadership of Clergy and 

laity. Paynter has focused on creating and managing large-scale 

programs that focus on ministering alongside and advocating for the 

least of these. 

 

Paynter has gained a national reputation for her advocacy on important ethical issues such as 

religious liberty, hunger and poverty, human trafficking, immigration reform and the 

environment. She has been recognized by numerous national religious and secular organizations 

such as the Sierra Club, American Association of Retired Persons and Samaritan Counseling 

Centers. In 2013, the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty honored Paynter with the 

J.M. Dawson Religious Liberty Award. Paynter's work has also been highlighted on television 

programs such as Moyers in America, and in print publications such as the Wall Street Journal 

and The New Yorker. In April 2014, She has been the global representative of CBF in 

Ecumenical and interfaith endeavors including Muslim Baptist Dialogues and the Council on 

Foreign Relations, Religion and Foreign Policy.  Currently, Paynter serves on the board of 

Christian Ethics Today, is a member of the executive committee of the Baptist World Alliance 

and its Human Rights Advocacy Committee. 

 

 

Rev. Dennis Perry, Senior Pastor, Aldersgate United Methodist 

Church.  Iôve been on the front lines of human transformation for nearly 

four decades. I am fascinated by relationship, religion and business. 

And food. I like learning how people create their experience. I am the 

lead pastor of Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Alexandria, 

Virginia. 
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Lawrence Pintak is veteran journalist and scholar who has 

written about America's complex relationship with Islam for the 

past 35 years. He was the founding dean of The Edward R. 

Murrow College of Communication at Washington State 

University (2009-2016) and is currently a Senior Fellow at the 

Atlantic Council. A former CBS News Middle East correspondent 

with a PhD in Islamic Studies, Pintak been called the foremost 

chronicler of the interaction between Arab and Western media. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Amy Reumann is director of Advocacy for the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, overseeing the work of 

the United Nations, D.C., State Public Policy Network and 

Corporate Social Responsibility offices. Previously she served 

parishes in New Jersey and Wisconsin, and as director of the ELCA 

state public policy office in Pennsylvania. She has been involved in 

faith-based organizing through the IAF and Gamaliel networks. She 

has created successful campaigns with interfaith partners on issues 

of food security, predatory lending and climate change. In 2011 she 

was named GreenFaith Fellow in religious-environmental 

leadership.  

 

 

Rem Rieder is editor at large and media columnist at USA 

TODAY. Before joining USA TODAY in July 2013,  Rieder spent 

more than 20 years as editor and senior vice president at American 

Journalism Review, a national magazine based at the University of 

Maryland. Rieder wrote  frequent columns on media issues for the 

magazine's Web site, ajr.org. Rieder also wrote a weekly column 

about the media for USA TODAY during his final seven months at 

AJR. 

 

Rieder has held senior editing positions at a number of major 

newspapers, including the Washington Post (deputy metropolitan 

editor), Miami Herald (national editor and city editor) and 

Milwaukee Journal (assistant managing editor/news). He also has served as executive editor of 

States News Service in Washington D.C.; managing editor of the Trenton Times in New Jersey;  

reporter, Washington correspondent and deputy metro editor at the Philadelphia Bulletin; and 

reporter at the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
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Rieder has taught media industry reporting, journalism ethics, magazine editing and production, 

and advanced public affairs reporting at the Philip Merrill College of Journalism at the 

University of Maryland. A Philadelphia native, he is a graduate of Harvard University and lives 

in Washington, D.C. 

 

Dr. Bob Roberts, Jr. is the founding and Senior Pastor of 

NorthWood Church near Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX.  NorthWoodôs 

congregation of active participants now averages in excess of 

2000. NorthWood has started over 173 churches in the US and is a 

center for training new pastors. He is a leading practitioner and 

writer on global transformation of individuals, religious 

communities, non-governmental organizations, cities and global 

engagement.  He has worked extensively in Vietnam, Afghanistan, 

West Bank and Gaza, Indonesia, Syria, Belize and other countries.  

Dr. Roberts has also authored several books e is the author of 

several books including Transformation; Globalization; The 

Multiplying Church; Real Time Connection: Linking Your Job 

with Godôs Global Work, and the recently released Bold as Love - 

What can happen when we see people the way God does.   He has penned articles for both faith 

based and secular international relations journals and periodicals.  He is a featured speaker at 

universities, leading American and International Christian conferences, and secular conferences 

on development and engagement. 

 

 

Imam Hassan Selim is originally from Egypt, and became a U.S. 

citizen after moving here with his wife, a native of Cedar Rapids, back in 

2012. He is Imam at the Islamic Center of Cedar Rapids, home to one of 

the oldest Muslim communities in the U.S. Its original prayer hall, the 

Mother Mosque of America, built in 1934, is the oldest mosque in the 

country.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.mothermosque.org/
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Chris Shays was born in Stamford, CT and received a BA from 

Principia College, ELSAH IL, an MBA and an MPA from NYU.  He 

served in the Peace Corps from 1968-1970 and went to work as an 

executive aide to Trumbull, CTs first selectman.  He then went on to 

serve in the Connecticut state House of Representatives from 1975-1987 

before being elected to the US House in 1987, where he served until 

2009.  

 

 

 

 

Former Congressman Zachary T. Space (D-OH) is a principal for 

Vorys Advisors LLC, a wholly owned affiliate of the law firm, Vorys, 

Safer, Seymour and Pease LLP. Zack provides business and strategic 

government relations services to businesses and organizations. During 

his tenure representing Ohioôs 18*'^ Congressional District, Zack 

served on the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. He also 

served on its Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer 

Protection; Subcommittee on Communications, Technology and the 

Internet; and Subcommittee on Health. Zack's work in Congress 

focused on growing the manufacturing, technology and energy sectors 

of the southeastern and central Ohio economies. He has extensive 

experience working in the Utica Shale Play of Eastern Ohio, and he currently sits on several 

national and regional boards, including the Rural Community Assistance Partnership, CoalBlue, 

the Ohio Association of Nonprofit Organizations, the Mid-Ohio JDRF Steering Committee, the 

Clean Fuels Ohio Policy Committee and the Hellenic-American Leadership Council.  Zack has 

been a dedicated public servant. Prior to being elected to Congress, he served as the law director 

for Dover, Ohio and as a board member of the Tuscarawas County Board of Mental Retardation 

and Developmental Disabilities. 

 
 

Doug Swanson is National Program Leader with 4-H National 

Headquarters at the National Institute of Food and Agriculture in 

USDA.   Dougôs responsibilities include providing system wide 

leadership in 4-H staff and volunteer development and management, 

youth citizenship and civic engagement programming, 

communications and learning.  He has spent most of his career in the 

positive youth development field focusing on staff development, 

volunteer development, youth program management, youth 

leadership, and civic engagement at the local, state and now national 

levels.   
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Lance Walker, the director of public and international affairs 

for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Washington, 

D.C.  He previously worked on Capitol Hill for seven years in the 

offices of Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah and Jeff Flake of Arizona. 

He also has worked for PricewaterhouseCoopersðthe worldôs 

largest professional services firmðand various technology 

companies.  He received a bachelorôs degree in business 

management with an emphasis in information systems from 

Brigham Young University. 

 

 

 

Shaarik H. Zafar  was appointed as the Special 

Representative to Muslim Communities at the U.S. Department 

of State in July 2014. He is responsible for driving Secretary 

Kerryôs engagement with Muslim communities around the 

world on issues of mutual interest, in support of shared goals, 

and to advance of U.S. foreign policy. 

Shaarik recently served as the Deputy Chief of the Homeland, 

Cyber, and Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) Group at the 

National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) where he 

coordinated strategic planning and collaboration with Federal 

departments and agencies, state and local governments, allied 

nations, and community stakeholders on efforts to strengthen 

homeland and cyber security; build resilience against terrorism; 

and integrate all elements of national power on efforts to 

counter violent extremism. 

 

Prior to that he served as Director for Global Engagement at the White House National Security 

Council (NSC) where he drove comprehensive engagement policies that leverage diplomacy, 

communications, international development and assistance, and domestic engagement in pursuit 

of a host of foreign and domestic policy objectives. At the NSC, Shaarik led the development of 

the first ever national strategy that addresses violent extremism in the United States, which 

President Obama signed in August 2011, and the first ever national strategy on integrating 

religious leader engagement into U.S. foreign policy, which Secretary Kerry announced in 

August 2013. Prior to joining the White House, Shaarik served as the Deputy Chief of the CVE 

Group at NCTC. He also served as a Senior Policy Advisor in the Office for Civil Rights and 

Civil Liberties (CRCL) at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security where he led the CRCL 

Engagement Team ï now known as the Community Engagement Section ï and provided 

proactive policy advice to DHS leadership on issues at the intersection of civil rights and 

homeland security. Before joining DHS, Shaarik served as the Special Counsel for Post 9/11 

National Origin Discrimination at the U.S. Department of Justice where he led the Initiative to 
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Combat Post 9/11 Backlash. Prior to his government service, Shaarik worked as a civil litigator 

at one of the oldest law firms in Houston, Texas. 
 

 

Rhonda Zaharna is a former senior Fulbright Scholar 

who specializes in public diplomacy, intercultural and 

international strategic communication, with an emphasis on 

culture and communication in the Arab and Islamic regions. 

In addition to teaching strategic communication for nearly 20 

years, she has advised on communication projects for 

multinational corporations, non governmental organizations, 

diplomatic missions, and international organizations, 

including the United Nations, World Bank, NATO, and 

USAID. She has repeatedly testified before the US Congress 

and has addressed diplomatic audiences and military 

personnel in the United States, Europe and Asia on strategic communication and public 

diplomacy. Her books include, Battles to Bridges: US Strategic Communication and Public 

Diplomacy after 9/11 (Palgrave-Macmillan, 2010).   Degrees BS, Foreign Service, Georgetown 

University; MEd, Communication, Columbia University; Ed.D., Communication, Columbia 

University 

 

 

Shireen Zaman is the Director of the Security & Rights 

Collaborative at Proteus Fund since 2013.  She is a 2016 Truman 

National Security Fellow, and has extensive experience leading 

organizational transformation, resource development, and 

program management at nationally-recognized social justice 

nonprofits. As Executive Director of the Institute for Social 

Policy and Understanding, Shireen focused on improving media 

and policy makersô understanding of issues and policies affecting 

Americaôs Muslim community, and she developed strategic 

partnerships between NGOs and government agencies.  
Shireen is a board member of Slim Peace Groups, which brings 

together Jewish and Muslim women through shared goals of healthy eating habits, personal 

empowerment and relationship building.  She was a 2013 White House "Champion of Change," 

cited for her work as an Asian American woman leader. Shireen holds a B.A in Human 

Development from Boston College and a M.A. from the School of International Service at 

American University where she focused on public diplomacy and U.S. relations with the Muslim 

world. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Battles-Bridges-Strategic-Communication-International/dp/0230202160/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpi_1
http://www.amazon.com/Battles-Bridges-Strategic-Communication-International/dp/0230202160/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpi_1
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Staff 
 

Dr. Carolyn J. Lukensmeyer is the Executive Director of the 

National Institute for Civil Discourse, an organization that works to 

reduce political dysfunction and incivility in our political system. As 

a leader in the field of deliberative democracy, she works to restore 

our democracy to reflect the intended vision of our founding fathers.  

Dr. Lukensmeyer previously served as Founder and President of 

AmericaSpeaks, an award-winning nonprofit organization that 

promoted nonpartisan initiatives to engage citizens and leaders 

through the development of innovative public policy tools and 

strategies. During her tenure, AmericaSpeaks engaged more than 

165,000 people and hosted events across all 50 states and throughout 

the world. Dr. Lukensmeyer formerly served as Consultant to the 

White House Chief of Staff from 1993-94 and on the National 

Performance Review where she steered internal management and oversaw government-wide 

reforms. She was the Chief of Staff to Ohio Governor Richard F. Celeste from 1986-91, 

becoming the first woman to serve in this capacity. She earned her PhD in Organizational 

Behavior from Case Western Reserve University and has completed postgraduate training at the 

Gestalt Institute of Cleveland. 

 

 

Theo Brown has more than 30 years of experience as an 

organizer, administrator, facilitator and trainer for non-profit 

organizations that work to mobilize people on behalf of social 

justice, racial reconciliation, human rights and international 

peace. Some of the major national organizations he has worked 

for include: Amnesty International USA, Common Cause, 

Ground Zero and National Days of Dialogue on Race 

Relations. He has also worked as a consultant for a wide variety 

of organizations and government agencies including: The Faith 

and Politics Institute, the U.S. Navy Chaplain Corps, the Center 

for Disease Control, the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, the 

City of Alexandria, VA, the Interfaith Alliance, and AARP.   

He is currently a principal with Public Engagement Associates. 

From 1999-2013, Theo was a Senior Associate with 

AmericaSpeaks where he has worked on outreach and 

recruitment for many AmericaSpeaks projects through the 

years.  He helped to organize large America Speaks 21st 

Century Town Meetings on a range of issues in New York City, Washington, DC, Cleveland, 

New Orleans, Los Angeles, Atlanta, Albuquerque, Dallas and many other cities around the 

country.  
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Theo has a Bachelorsô Degree from Baylor University and a Masters Degree from the Duke 

University Divinity School. For 15 years he was an adjunct professor at the University of 

Southern Californiaôs Washington Semester Program and later taught for four years in the 

Washington Semester Program at American University. 

 
 

 

Jane Calderwood is the Director of Congressional Programs for 

the National Institute for Civil Discourse.  She spent more than 20 

years working for members of Congress.  She served as Legislative 

Director for two members of the House and was Chief of Staff for 

Senator Olympia Snowe (ME).  She created and executed successful 

legislative strategies for everything from preserving gender integrated 

training for the US Marine Corps to getting the additional child care 

funding needed to pass a welfare reform bill.  

 

She has also worked in the private sector as a consultant for a number of defense companies  

working with the US Navy shipbuilding industry, and served as Vice President of Government 

Affairs for Airports International-North America, the airports trade association.  She represented 

the airports before Congress and spoke to outside groups around the country.   

 

 

 

Rhonda Fitzgerald, Managing Director, Sustained Dialogue 

Campus Network. As the Managing Director for SDCN, a 

network of over 60 colleges and universities using the patented 

Sustained Dialogue citizen peace process, Rhonda Fitzgerald 

works to train, mentor, and provide guidance to a broad range of 

individuals seeking to lead Sustained Dialogue in their 

communities. The mission of the Sustained Dialogue Campus 

Network, an initiative of the Sustained Dialogue Institute, is to 

develop everyday leaders who engage differences as strengths 

to improve campuses, workplaces, and communities. 

 Rhonda has been with the Sustained Dialogue Institute for 7 

years, working initially with students, and currently with faculty, senior administrators and 

campus leaders, and with facilitators to build lasting structures for building more inclusive 

campuses. As a public speaker, Rhonda has a passion for developing college aged leaders with 

civic competency and humility. 

 Her work has brought her to several key places around the globe, including Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia where she supports the work of the Addis Ababa University Peace Club, who have led a 

Sustained Dialogue effort since 2008. She has successfully launched lasting dialogue initiatives 
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at domestically with large southern state universities, community colleges, and smaller liberal 

arts focused institutions. 

 

Prior to this role, Rhonda was in strategic planning at Havas Worldwide, a French-owned global 

communications network specializing in advertising. She also brings experience from the 

Proinspire Management Fellows cohort, a program preparing non-profit leaders to build the 

sector. 

 

 

 
 

The Reverend Dr. Larry R. Hayward, Pastor  Larry became the sixth Pastor in Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, Virginia in October 2004. A native of Memphis, Tennessee, 

he is a graduate of the University of Arkansas and holds a Master of Divinity from Union 

Theological Seminary in New York and a Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological 

Seminary in Chicago. Before coming to Westminster, Larry served churches in Texas and Iowa. 

Larry is deeply committed to the preaching and teaching ministry of the church, having taught 

courses surveying the Old and New Testaments to over 300 members and friends of 

Westminster. For upcoming courses Larry teaches, click here. He has served as Moderator of the 

National Capital Presbytery and as the Chair of its Committee on Ministry.  In addition, Larry 

serves on the Board of Directors of the Faith & Politics Institute and each Friday leads a study on 

the Hill sponsored by the institute entitled "Narratives of Faith and Politics."  It is open to Chiefs 

of Staff and committee Staff Directors of both parties in the House of Representatives and the 

Senate. 

Larry is an avid sports fan (especially the Nats!) and likes to read literature and politics. He is 

married to Reverend Maggie Hayward, who is pastor of Northwood Presbyterian Church in 

Silver Spring, Maryland. Between them, they have five grown children 

http://faithandpolitics.org/
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Tracey Todd is the Social Media Director for the National Institute 

for Civil Discourse, having joined the Institute in early 

2014. Tracey works with the Institute's social media platforms to 

integrate the social media strategy into the Institute's overall 

communications strategy and handles the content and engagement 

associated with the National Institute for Civil Discourse's social media 

channels. He came from Gannett Digital and USA Today where he 

worked in Advertising Operations and collaborated on social media 

initiatives including projects that focused on user-generated content. He 

has experience in digital communications and social media 

management from working for media content providers, The Hill 

Newspaper and USA Today. Tracey holds a B.A. in Mass 

Communication from Fayetteville State University in Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

 
 
 

Basant Virdee is the Communications Coordinator for the National 

Institute for Civil Discourse. She manages the Creating Community 

Solutions social media platforms and blogs for Creating Community 

Solutions and Text, Talk, Act, two NICD programs. She also creates 

material for the Institute's websites, sends out NICD email newsletters, 

and drafts reports about the Institute's programs.   She holds a 

Bachelor's in Microbiology and is a Master's of Public Health 

candidate at the University of Arizona. Basant taught for many years 

specializing in high school math and physics, private tutoring for 

standardized tests, and Indian languages. 

 

 

 

 


